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authority, thereby wholly ignoring the independence of some of the 
most successful of the early continental missionaries from Rome. In 
such books the early German missionaries appear like the priests, 
bishops, and saints of the later centuries in their methods of work and 
their subserviency to the bishop of Rome. The book under review is 
written after this fashion. There are certain indications which lead 
the careful reader to suspect that the real motive of the author, for 
writing as he has done, was to counteract the Protestant tendencies 
among the German Catholics of Austria, which are causing the Roman 
clergy some uneasiness at present. The only chapters which have 
any historic value are those in which the author describes the social 
and religious conditions of the Germanic tribes before their acceptance 
of Christianity. — Albert J. Ramaker. 

Christliche Manner und Frauen aus alter und neuer Zeit. Von 
Dr. Wilhelm Baur. (Bremen : C. Ed. Miillers Verlagsbuchhandlung, 
1898; pp. vi -[-510; M. 7.) This volume contains a collection of 
twelve biographical essays which have already appeared in various 
German periodicals during the past years, and are now, after the 
author's death, brought together into one volume. The following are 
the subjects of these sketches : Berthold von Regensburg, Johann 
Balthasar Schupp, Hans Joachim von Zieten, Baron von Kottwitz, 
Julius von Gemmingen, Karl Sieveking, Princess Wilhelm von Preus- 
sen, Princess Karl von Hessen, Johann H. von Schroeder, Gustav 
Baur, Leopold Schultze, and Alexander Mackay. So far as the 
reviewer is able to judge, the only biography in this collection that 
shows independent investigation is the last one. Alexander Mackay, 
though a Scotchman, lived for a time in the family of Dr. Baur in 
Berlin, and it was through Baur that Mr. Mackay secured the appoint- 
ment with the Church Missionary Society to go to the Victoria Nyanza 
as a missionary. The essay in question makes considerable use of the 
personal letters of Mr. Mackay, and it is this fact which gives it special 
value. — Albert J. Ramaker. 

Beitrage zur Reformations geschichte der Reichsstadt Worms. Zwei 
Flugschriften aus den Jahren 1523 und 1524, herausgegeben und 
eingeleitet von Dr. Hermann Haupt, Oberbibliothekar der Universitat 
Giessen. (Giessen: J. Ricker'sche Verlagsbuchhandlung, 1897; 
pp. xxvi + 31; M. 2.) The two pamphlets here republished by Dr. 
Hermann Haupt bear the following titles : the first : " Trost brieff 
der Christlichen kirchendiener zu Wormbs an die frommen Aposteln 
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und bekenner Jesu Christi, so itzt zu Meintz, Ringau unnd allenthalben 
im Bistum gefangen liegenn, iren lieben briidern ; " the second : " Ein 
getreue vermanung eins liebhabers der Evangelischen warheyt an 
gemeyne Pfaffheit, nit zu widderfechten den Ehelichen standt, so ein 
Erssamer Priester zu Wormbs (im von got im neuen unnd Alten Testa- 
ment zugelassen) an sich genommen hat." The first is prose, the 
second verse. Both exhibit the crude constructions of a language not 
yet reduced to literary forms. The work of the editor relates chiefly 
to the letter of condolence. Some have attributed this pamphlet to 
one of the dissenting sects which existed in Worms shortly before the 
Reformation ; but the editor shows that it is undoubtedly from a 
Lutheran congregation. His argument takes the form of a study of 
the social and religious history of Worms from the fourteenth century 
to the sixteenth. He makes a very interesting contribution to our 
knowledge of the condition of the city immediately before the appear- 
ance of Luther in it to stand before the diet. — Franklin Johnson. 

Kyrklig sdndring i ljuset af lag och evangelium. Teologisk studie 
af Berh. Bohlin, V.D.M. (Goteborg : H. L. Bolinders boktryckeri, 
1898; pp. 98; Kr. 1.20.) This pamphlet, the aim of which is to 
explain the schism among the Christian denominations, especially 
among the Protestants, treats its subject under four heads : (1) Israel 
and the covenant of law; (2) the Christian church, the mother of the 
children of the New Covenant; (3) the law of Christ or the law of 
love ; (4) the law of freedom and the free church. 

The different denominations all accept the Bible, and appeal to it 
for their doctrine and practice. Are, then, the Holy Scriptures really 
the cause of the split ? Many, thinking so, have turned away from both 
the Bible and the church. Not the Scriptures, however, but a false 
exegesis is the cause of the schism, which to a great extent originates 
in a defective distinction between the Old and New Testaments, between 
law and gospel. This lack of discrimination is particularly apparent 
in the Reformed church, which conceives the gospel in a legal way, 
laying great stress on the literal fulfilment of the word. In the Lutheran 
church a more free and evangelical spirit prevails. 

The free-church movement in Sweden seems to the author a very 
serious thing that ought to be restrained. The best way to counteract 
this "sectarian" movement, emanating from the Reformed church, a 
mother of all kinds of "sects," is to cultivate and propagate the evan- 
gelical conception of the word of God, as this conception is displayed 



